ESSAYS ON THE GITA

tarian. Now all these things are good, are especially
needed at the present day, are part of the divine Will
or they would not have become so dominant in
humanity. Nor is there any reason why the divine
man, the man who lives in the Brahmic consciousness,
in the God-being should not be all of these things in
his action; he will be, if they are the best ideal of the
age, the Yugadharma. and there is no yet higher ideal
to be established, no great radical change to be effected.
For he is, as the Teacher points out to his disciple,
the best who' has to set the standard for others; and
in fact Arjuna is called upon to live according to the
highest ideals o[- his age and the prevailing culture,
but with knowledge, with understanding of that which
lay behind, and not as ordinary men, with a following
of the merely outward law and rule.

But the point here is that the modern mind has
exiled from its practical motive-power the two essential
things, God or the Eternal and spirituality or the God-
state, which are the master conceptions of the Gita.
It lives in humanity only, and the Gita would have us
live in God, though for the world in God; in its life,
heart and intellect only, and the Gita would have us
live in the spirit; in the mutable Being who is "all
creatures", and the Gita would have us live also in the
Immutable and the Supreme; in the changing march
of Time, and the Gita would have us live in the
Eternal. Or if these higher things are now beginning
to be vaguely envisaged, it is only to make them sub-
servient to man and society; but God and spirituality
exist in their own right and not as adjuncts. And in
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